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importunate  if you make  to-day some slight attempt towards a clemency."
" I will do everything they like," Mademoiselle de Montpensier said then; " but shall I have anyone near His Majesty to assist and support my undertaking ? I have no more trust in Madame de Montespan; she has betrayed us, she will betray us again; the offence of M. de Lauzun is always present in her memory, and she is a lady who does not easily forgive. As for you, madam, I know that the King considers you for the invaluable services of the education given to his children. Deign to speak and act in favour of my unhappy husband, and I will make you a present of one of my fine titled territories."
Madame de Maintenon was too acute to accept anything in such a case; she answered the Princess that her generosities, to please the King, should be offered to M. le Due du Maine, and that, by assuring a part of her succession to that young Prince, she had a sure method of moving the Monarch, and of turning his paternal gratitude to the most favourable concessions. The Princess, enchanted, then said to the negotiatrix: